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The deadline for the  
September/October 2025 
Temple Topics Issue is:  
Sunday, August 10, 2025

 Closings
Please note the following Temple Office and Kehillah 
School closures: 

Friday, July 4th: Independence Day  
(Temple Office and Kehillah closed)
Monday, September 1st: Labor Day  
(Temple Office and Kehillah closed)

ASL interpreting is available to 
build the bridge between the 
deaf and hard of hearing and the 
general Jewish Community at 
Temple Israel of New Rochelle

 Sympathy

"May their souls be bound up in the eternal bond"

Our Temple Israel of New Rochelle family offers our 
heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of the 
following people, who passed away during the past two 
months since the last Temple Topics:

Steve Gutmann, Father of Liz Weingast
Jack Egan, Husband of Ellen Egan
Jon Rosner, Friend of Cantor Rita Glassman
Beatrice Frey, Mother of Gary Frey
Vicki Nightingale, Mother of Mara Roberge
Johnny Pekats, Father of Todd Pekats
Richard D. Parry, Uncle of Eden Anolick

Send all your good news to OriettaSchneider@tinr.org

 Mazel Tov to ...
Cantor Rita Glassman who is being honored as Composer's 
Workshop Presenter for the 2025 American Conference of 
Cantors Convention in Washington, D.C.

The newly elected Signon Board (our BBYO, a Jewish teen 
movement): Devin Ferrucci, Vivian Goldman, 
Dylan Erber, Talia Koff, Zachary Schwartz, Olivia Feinblum, 
Talia Goldsmith. See their group image on p. 13.
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Elu D’varim is one of my favorite 
prayers:

These are things that are limitless, of 
which a person enjoys the fruit of the 
world, while the principal remains in the 
world to come. They are: 

honoring one’s parents, 
engaging in deeds of compassion, 
arriving early for study, 
morning and evening, 
dealing graciously with guests, 
visiting the sick, 
providing for the wedding couple, 
accompanying the dead for burial, 
being devoted in prayer, 
and making peace among people. 

But the study of Torah encompasses them all, because it leads to 
them all. 

This summarizes what it means to be Jewish, and the 
actions that bring fulfillment in our lives. Being Jewish is 
about taking care of others, living our values, and being 
intentional. Judaism has always been a religion about actions, 
where beliefs are secondary. And I appreciate the powerful 
ending of this prayer, stating that the core to our succes for a 
meaningful life is based on Jewish study.

We are never done learning! With millennia of Jewish 
history, thought, observances, and culture, the Jewish people 
have a treasure trove of documents, books, and sacred 
texts. And the more Jewishly literate our community is, the 
healthier we are. That is why both becoming bar mitzvah and 
being confirmed are core milestones in Jewish life. While 
other cultures have birthday celebrations, we signify the 
importance of one’s religious development. However, not 
everyone in our congregation has had these experiences. 
For many years, bat mitzvah (for women) were uncommon; 
while others grew up in families that never affiliated with 
synagogues or grew up in a different faith tradition. 

That is why this year, Temple Israel will be offering an adult 
b’nei mitzvah program concluding with a service in the 
spring. In this adult ceremony, each participant will read 
Torah and help lead the worship service. This is a great way 
to affirm one’s faith and relationship to Judaism. If you are 
interested in becoming an adult bar or bat mitzvah, please contact 
Jeremy Arcus-Goldberg (jarcus-goldberg@tinr.org). We ask for 
those who are interested to attend both the fall and spring 
adult education courses that will take place on Wednesday 
evenings. 

If you would like to find out more information or discuss 
this opportunity with me, please set up an appointment 
for us to meet and talk. In general, all adult education is 
open to everyone in our community. You do not need to 

 Rabbi's 
 Note  Never Done Learning... Never Done Learning...

plan on being a b’nei mitzvah to participate. I hope you will 
consider continuing your Jewish education and engage in 
programming at Temple Israel. Let us learn not only to be 
able to teach the next generation, but also so we can live more 
meaningful lives. As our prayer in the Torah service reminds 
us: “But the study of Torah encompasses them all (referring to 
the actions in Elu Devarim), because it leads to them all... Let 
us learn in order to do!” Please join us in learning together 
throughout the coming year, as we grow in knowledge and in 
meaningful action.

L’Shalom,
Rabbi Jesse

Adult 
B'nei 
Mitzvah

Affirm your faith and relationship 
to Judaism.

Participate in this adult b'nei mitzvah program. This 
program concludes with becoming b'nei mitzvah in the 
spring. Or, just continue your learning of Judaism and 
engage in programming.

11-week program. January - April, Wednesdays 7 - 8 pm

Interested? Contact Jeremy Arcus-Goldberg at 
jarcus-goldberg@tinr.org.

Just In! Special Summer Program!
"Important Issues Today in Israel

Knowing How They Developed 
and Why They are Happening"

With Israeli Educator and Guide - Uri Feinberg
Exploring Israel’s history provides a vital foundation for 

understanding the current war, from its painful beginnings 
to what lies ahead. See more details on p. 17.
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 Leading in Song Leading in Song
I don’t know how it happened, but it 
seems that summer is finally upon us! 
When I think back to the summers of 
my youth (my early youth!) I think of 
summers spent in Jewish sleepaway 
camp in the Pocono Mountains. That’s 
where I seem to have found my calling, 
even though I hadn’t quite identified 
that calling as being in the form of a 
congregational Cantor. At that time, 
there were not so many women Cantors 
and it would be a few more years before 
women Cantors would be considered 
fully legitimate in the eyes of both the 

Reform and Conservative movements. Still, there I was, way 
back when, only nine years old, being lifted onto a chair in the 
camp dining hall during Shabbat lunch to lead the campers 
and counselors in song. As a somewhat shy child, I have never 
forgotten that moment and how Jewish song and prayer filled 
my heart with joy in that instant, gave me confidence, and 
proved to me that music could be a powerful tool for bringing 
people together in community. Music, I learned, could also 
be a great source of comfort and healing in a sometimes 
challenging world. I also seemed to have a knack for making 
up harmonies that I could teach to others and then present at 
our nightly concerts at camp.

So I am very excited to be attending during these first days 
of July, the national convention in Washington, D.C. of the 
American Conference of Cantors. Every year, some four 
hundred of us gather from different parts of the country to 
sing, study and pray together, to reconnect with old colleagues 
and meet the newbie Cantors in the Reform movement. We 
share musical ideas and new Jewish/spiritual practices that 
can strengthen and reinvigorate our Cantorial work in our 
respective congregations. Every year, one evening of the 
convention is dedicated to presenting new synagogue music 
in a formal concert. All ACC Cantors are welcome to submit 
new compositions in advance that are reviewed by five judges. 
I am so very proud to say that out of some 200 submissions, 
my new Oseh Shalom/Let There Be Peace which I wrote after 
October 7th, was one of the final 15 pieces selected for the 
New Music Concert which will take place on Tuesday, July 
1st. I am so honored by this and so happy to represent our 
synagogue among so many of my colleagues and attending 
members of D.C.’s Reform congregations.

To continue my summer musical inspiration, I will once again 
be attending the North American Jewish Choral Festival in 
Connecticut from July 20-24. Inevitably there will be Jewish 
musical gems to be found at the Choral Festival as there are 
each year. I promise to find them and bring them home to all 
of you.

 Cantor's
 Corner

You just never know what 
seeds can be planted in 
one’s heart and soul at nine 
years old. Clearly the seed 
that led to who I am today 
began way back then, in 
the summers of my youth, 
in those majestic Pocono 
Mountains, in a caring, 
loving community, and I am 
so very grateful that it did.
Wishing you all a 
meaningful, restorative, and 
joy-filled summer,

B’shirah,
Cantor Rita Glassman

These are the service times on upcoming Fridays. Some services 
may be held in the Courtyard, weather permitting.

July 4th		 6:00 pm	 Shabbat Service
Zoom ONLY

July 11th		 6:00 pm	 Shabbat Service / 
Camp Shabbat -  
Temple Israel's Summer 
Family Shabbat

July 18th		 6:00 pm	 Shabbat ShaBeach
		 (playground 

5:30 pm)

July 25th		 6:00 pm	 Shabbat Service

August 1st		 6:00 pm	 Shabbat Service / 
Camp Shabbat -  
Temple Israel's Summer 
Family Shabbat

August 8th		 6:00 pm	 Shabbat ShaBeach
		 (playground 

5:30 pm)

August 15th		 6:00 pm	 Shabbat Service

August 22nd		 6:00 pm	 Shabbat Service

August 29th		 6:00 pm	 Shabbat Service

September 5th		 6:00 pm	 Shabbat Service

Service Times 
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Memories
Saturday
June 14th

More Photos Here!
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Shalom. I’m Michael Goldberg and am 
honored to be the new president of 
Temple Israel of New Rochelle. I feel 
both very excited and very humbled. 
I want to start by thanking the past 
presidents for meeting with me and 
for their counsel and encouragement. 
I especially want to thank Margie 
Ostrove, Rabbi Jesse, and Anita Aronoff 
for allowing me to sit in on their weekly 
meetings and for their advice. We have 
a wonderful Board of Trustees. While 

we don’t always see things the same way, we are united in 
our desire to sustain and strengthen TINR. I look forward to 
working with this dynamic Board. As part of my preparation 
to be president, I have gotten to know our TINR professional 
staff. I’m amazed (although I shouldn’t be) at this incredibly 
dedicated group of professionals that we have working for us 
at the temple. 

A little about me – I grew up in Douglaston, Queens and 
now live in Mamaroneck. I’m a semi-retired tax accountant 
as well as an amateur baseball historian (and lifelong Mets 
fan). My family joined TINR in 1988 shortly after we moved 
to New Rochelle. My children, Rachel and Joshua, grew up 
in a multicultural household and TINR was always part of 
their lives, beginning at nursery school. I have a son-in-law, 
daughter-in-law and 4 grandchildren. My greatest joy is 
hanging out with the 8 of them, as well as my Machatunim (the 
parents of my children's spouses). TINR has been a big part 
of my family life-cycle events, including naming ceremonies 
for my children and one grandchild, bar and bat mitzvahs, a 
wedding and a funeral.

I want to be the eyes and ears of the temple so that I can 
improve your temple experience. To quote a former TINR 
president: “I’m reachable.” You can text or call me at (917) 
769-7049 or email me at president@tinr.org. I want to hear 
constructive criticisms and suggestions, and I’ll do my best 
to address each one. But be careful – I may ask you to help 
implement your suggestion.

One of my goals is to increase congregant engagement. 
We have a wide variety of programs and a rich history of 
volunteerism. I urge you to increase your participation by 
joining one of the many committees that we have, such as 
Social Action Committee, Israel Action Committee, Temple 
Israel Cares, Brotherhood, Sisterhood or the Neighborhood. 
For a full list of TINR committees and what they do, visit 
https://www.tinr.org/meet-us/our-committees/. Sharing your 
time and expertise will benefit others and make TINR an 
even more welcoming place. And you will feel good about the 
impact that you’re having on other lives. These are dark times 
for our people, our country and our world; we need all the 

 From the
 President

 New Temple President:  New Temple President: 
 Michael Goldberg Michael Goldberg

positive energy from our community that we can get.
Bring your child or grandchild to a Family Shabbat and enjoy 
a delicious slice of pizza. Join us for a Community Shabbat 
service and meal, a Brunch & Learn or an adult education 
class. Check out our wonderful programs for our youth, 
including Camp Pinebrook and the Kehillah School. Your 
family’s increased engagement will strengthen the Jewish 
community and Judaism at a time when we face tremendous 
challenges. You don’t have to be at TINR all the time – just try 
one event, at least for starters.

I also want to continue to strengthen TINR’s connection with 
the State of Israel. I’m proud of the fact that we have some 
of our temple funds invested in Israel bonds and that TINR 
members participated in the 2025 Israel Day Parade. I will 
work to strengthen the bonds that TINR has with our sister 
congregation, Or Hadash in Haifa. It was very meaningful 
for me that our TINR contingent attended Shabbat services 
at Or Hadash during our trip to Israel in February. The Israel 
Progressive Movement and Israelis in general need our 
support.

I close with another quote – this from Jackie Robinson - which 
is etched on the Jackie Robinson Rotunda at Citi Field and on 
his tombstone at Cypress Hills Cemetery just a few miles from 
where Ebbets Field stood. “A life is not important except in the 
impact it has on other lives”. 

Michael Goldberg, 
President, Temple Israel of New Rochelle
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 "Board" 
   Bulletin
The TINR Board of Trustees met on Monday, May 5th, for 
its regular monthly meeting.

The board of trustees met for its monthly meeting on May 
5th at 7:00 pm. Rabbi Jesse opened the meeting with a 
discussion of the significance of the counting of the Omer 
and the traditions and meaning around it. He emphasized the 
importance of the generations of community that informs the 
traditions.

The board then reviewed and discussed the details of the 
proposed 2025-2026 TINR operating budget. This budget will 
be presented to the congregation for approval at the June 11 
congregational meeting. 

Brian Heaps provided a written report from the Nominating 
Committee. No board members are leaving the board this 
year. Paul Warhit has been nominated to rejoin the board of 
trustees in anticipation that he will serve as our new executive 
vice president. Jason Krasner and Madeline Scheffler will be 
joining the nominating committee as non-board members, 
replacing Hank Goldsmith and Sarah Versacci, who have 
completed their terms of service (thank you!). 

The board then discussed the ongoing process to finalize 
plans for renovation of our HVAC system, which is largely 
original to the building, and which is well past its anticipated 
lifespan. Margie Ostrove reviewed the process to date. 
Three bids for the complete renovation of our HVAC system 
were received. A dedicated HVAC renovation taskforce 
reviewed each of the proposals and met with representatives 
of the companies. The committee compared the financial 
commitment, the product recommendations, and the 
experience of the companies. They also considered the 
representatives’ presentations and descriptions of how the 
companies would address unexpected complications, etc. 
After extensive deliberation, the HVAC committee determined 
that the best approach is to continue to work with Johnson 
Control, who has maintained our HVAC system for many 
years. Margie made a motion (second vote) to approve funding 
for Phase I of HVAC replacement project. The motion was 
seconded. The board voted 13 in favor, one opposed. Details 
of the project and the process are available upon request from 
Margie or Anita.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.

The TINR Board of Trustees met on Wednesday, June 18th, 
for its regular monthly meeting.

The board met for its last of this year’s regular monthly 
meetings. Margie opened the meeting with enthusiastic 
thanks to Berdie Stein for planning and managing our gala! 

Brian Heaps, chair of the nominating committee, presented 
the nominations for next year’s executive committee. The 
nominating committee presents: Immediate past president: 
Margie Ostove, President: Michael Goldberg, Executive 
Vice President: Paul Warhit, Vice President, Allen Fishbein, 
Secretary: Margie Mangot, Treasurer: Gary Frey. The slate was 
unanimously approved.

Margie Ostrove reported on a “New Rochelle Will Not Stand 
For Hate” prayer vigil that took place today at city hall, with 
representation from the interreligious council and many 
community leaders.

The board then wished Mazel Tov to Mitch on his second bar 
mitzvah, which took place this past Friday!

Old Business: The elevator repair is well underway, the roofing 
repair is proceeding apace, and preparations are underway 
to begin the overhaul of the HVAC system. Margie Ostrove 
proposed that the tzedakah box receipts be directed to our sister 
congregation in Haifa. 

Margie shared heartfelt thanks to the board for making her 
presidency such a pleasure. The board enjoyed dinner together 
to close out the year.

Meeting adjorned.
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 Temple 
 Israel is
 Grateful

 Todah Rabah – Thank You 
Temple Fund
Alfred & Shelley Klein, in 
honor of Mitchell Ostrove
Bernard & Judy Robinson, 
in honor of Mitchell Ostrove's 
2nd Bar Mitzvah; in memory 
of Marvin Rosen; in memory 
of Jack Egan; in memory of 
Richard Melchner
Linda Capozzola, in memory 
of Steve Gutmann
Arthur & Carol Ostrove, in 
honor of Mitchell Ostrove's 
special bar mitzvah
Michael Goldberg, in 
memory of Steve Gutmann; in 
memory of Vicki Nightingale; 
in honor of Brian Heaps 
leading Shabbat services
Jim & Laura New, in honor 
of Harper Lehrman's Bar 
Mitzvah
Hank & Joan Goldsmith, in 
honor of Mitchell Ostrove's  
bar mitzvah; in honor of Gavi 
Robinson
Ilissa Herskowitz, in memory 
of Jennifer Herskowitz and 
Irving P Fisher
Valerie Etra, in appreciation 
of the Temple Staff

Brotherhood Fund
Michael Goldberg, in 
appreciation of Matthew 
Kates' Dvar Torah at the 
Brotherhood/Sisterhood 
service; in memory of Beatrice 
Frey; in memory of Johnny 
Pekats
Herbert Smith & Sharon 
Blinkoff, in memory of 
Beatrice Frey; in memory of 
Johnny Pekats
Valerie Etra, in memory of 
Vicki Nightingale; in memory 
of Beatrice Frey; in memory of 
Johnny Pekats
Paul & Ilissa Warhit, in 
memory of Beatrice Frey; in 
memory of Johnny Pekats; in 
appreciation of Brotherhood's 
good work

Brian & Dianne Heaps, in 
memory of Johnny Pekats; in 
memory of Beatrice Frey
Hank & Joan Goldsmith,  
"It takes a village" 

Camp Program Fund
Sari Bedevian, in honor of 
Margie Ostrove

Cantor Emerita Helene S. 
Reps Music Fund
James & Elizabeth Weingast,	
in memory of Steve Gutmann
Valerie Etra, in memory of 
Steve Gutmann
Toni Brackis, in honor of the 
birth of Cantor Helen Reps' 
great grandchild
Brian & Dianne Heaps, in 
memory of Vicki Nightingale

Cantor's Discretionary Fund
Michael Goldberg, in honor 
of Mitchell Ostrove's 2nd Bar 
Mitzvah
Barbara Nissim
Valerie Etra, in memory of 
Jon Rosner
Gary & Janet Frey
Marjorie Ostrove, in 
appreciation of Cantor 
Glassman
Franklin & Barbara Axel, in 
memory of Vivian Klauber
Douglas & Wendy Hart	

Endowment Fund 
Sari Bedevian, in memory of 
Kevin Heaps

Graduation Gift to  
Temple Israel
Jason Krasner & 
    Sylvana Bunag-Krasner
Mitchell & Brandy Benson
Marc & Marjorie Manot
Elliot Kassoff &  
    Bettina Blume
Steven & Stacey Rittenberg
Gary & Janet Frey
Sarah Fernandez
Alan & Marjorie Dingée
Steven & Sally Meisner

IDF Donation
Mark Nowak & 
    Carolyn Dudek

Israel Action Committee Fund
Barbara Protass, in honor of 
Mitchell Ostrove's adult Bar 
Mitzvah
Daniel & Anna Weiser,	in 
honor of Paul Warhit's Jewish 
American Heritage Month 
recognition by the City of 
New Rochelle
Hank & Joan Goldsmith,	
in recognition of Paul Warhit

Kehillah Program Fund
Sari Bedevian, for the speedy 
recovery of Joanie Goldsmith

Rabbi Discretionary Fund
James & Elizabeth Weingast, 
in memory of Steve Gutmann 
Gerald & Constance Sanders, 
in memory of Steve Gutmann
Marjorie Ostrove, in 
appreciation of Rabbi Gallop
Herbert Smith & Sharon 
Blinkoff, in memory of Steve 
Gutmann
Douglas & Wendy Hart

Religious School Program 
Fund
Hank & Joan Goldsmith, 
in appreciation of Rebecca 
Elkus-Ferst, "It is Better 
Together!"
Steven & Sally Meisner, 
in appreciation of Rebecca 
Elkus-Ferst
Valerie Etra, in memory of 
Richard D. Parry; in memory 
of Jack Egan
Michael Goldberg, in 
memory of Jack Egan
Herbert Smith & Sharon 
Blinkoff, in memory of Vicki 
Nightingale

Sisterhood Fund
Hank & Joan Goldsmith, 
"It takes a village" 

Social Action Fund
Herbert Smith & Sharon 
Blinkoff, in memory of Jack 
Egan
Janice Agatston, for the 
speedy recovery of Joanie 
Goldsmith

Temple Israel Cares Fund
Paul & Ilissa Warhit, in 
memory of Vicki Nightingale
Toni Brackis, for the speedy 
recovery of Mady Stier; 
in appreciation of Margie 
Ostrove being honored by 
the Temple; in honor of 
Mitchell Ostrove on his 2nd 
Bar Mitzvah; for the speedy 
recovery of Helen Miller

Family Shabbat Dinner 
Sponsor 
Lee Jagoda & 
    Erin Anthony-Jagoda

Gala Journal & Donations
Gemelli Pizzeria
Janice Agatston
Anibal Lopez, Roofing
Alan & Elaine Ascher
Franklin & Barbara Axel
Quaker Ridge Bagels
Carol Balik
Barbara Balik
Simply the Best
Linda Capozzola
Kensico Cemetery
Absolute Cleaners
Scott Cohen
Richard Marx &  
    Deborah Rubin-Marx
Post 22, Division  
    Restaurant Group
Daniel & Amy Ecker
Ellen Egan
Ardee Electronical  
    Construction 
Valerie Etra
Helene Fishman
Joel & Almarie Fridovich
Howard Glazer
Michael Goldberg
Lawrence &  
    Jennifer Goldman
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Hank & Joan Goldsmith
Foley Hardware
Brian & Dianne Heaps
Robert &  
    Debra Herschenfeld
Robert & June Hirsh
Quaker Ridge Ice Cream Corp
Daniel Pomerantz &  
    Jacalyn Bitterman
David & Marjory Karlin
Matthew & Jennifer Kates
David & Penny Klein,
Cherry Lawn Farm, Inc.
Telesco Lawnmower Inc.
Ross & Leslie Lehrman
Saky Yakas & Lisa Keller
Imperial Bag & Paper Co. LLC
ABCO Lock & Alarm
Bruce Turkle &  
    Marcia Nackenson
Steven & Sally Meisner
Riverside Memorial Chapel
Adam Egelberg &  
    Mia Kirschner-Egelberg
Dalia Levine &  
    Michael Weiss
Alice Miller
Jason & Marilyn Morris
Howard Pinn & Myra Saul
Janet Nova
Michael Ostrove
Arthur & Carol Ostrove
Marjorie Ostrove
Jeffrey Ostrove
West Side Party Rentals Inc.
Scarsdale Pastries, Inc.
Gordon & Rona Perkel
Donald & Judith Pinals
Helene Reps
Bernard & Judy Robinson
Andrea Roman
Donald & Bonnie Rosenfeld
Memorial Chapel Rosenthal
Gary & Suzanne Rothbart
Elliot & Diane Senderoff
Herbert Smith &  
    Sharon Blinkoff
David & Jennifer Soberman
Right Click Solutions LLC
Richard & Mindy Stark
Jeffrey & Madeline Stier
Russell Handelman &  
    Susan Shwartz
Juan Torres Castenada
John & Deniese Valvano
Paul & Ilissa Warhit
James & Elizabeth Weingast
Daniel & Anna Weiser

List of Funds
Temple Operating Fund – To support Temple Israel programs, Jewish education, social 
activities and operations
ASL (American Sign Language) Interpreting Fund – To provide funding for ASL interpreting 
and to build the bridge between the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the general Jewish 
Community
Brotherhood Fund – Brotherhood of Temple Israel of New Rochelle is a group of dedicated 
Temple members, spanning all ages, who volunteer their time and effort on behalf of Temple 
members and the New Rochelle community
Camp Pinebrook Program Fund – To enhance programs associated with Camp Pinebrook.
Cantor's Discretionary Fund – This fund allows the Cantor to support a wide variety of music 
/ worship projects and charitable causes
Cantor Emerita Helene S. Reps Music Fund – To support musical programs and the cultural 
life of the Temple
Endowment Fund – Used to maintain and expand religious, educational, cultural, social, and 
philanthropic activities of the Temple
Hospitality Fund – For the holding of Kiddush and Oneg Shabbat receptions
Israel Action Committee Fund – sponsors educational, social, and cultural programming with 
the goal of enhancing our congregants’ relationship with Israel.  
Kehillah School Childhood Program Fund – To support Kehillah programs
Prayer Book Fund – To enable the Temple to purchase prayer books
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund – This fund allows the Rabbi to support a wide variety of projects 
and charitable causes.
Religious School Program Fund – To support Religious School programs
Joan Sanders Transportation Fund – To enable congregants who do not drive to get to services 
and events at Temple Israel
Sisterhood Fund – Temple Israel of New Rochelle Sisterhood brings together all generations of 
women within our synagogue to serve our congregation. Our Sisterhood sponsors a variety of 
social, religious, and community activities throughout the year.
Social Action Fund – To support social action projects in our synagogue and neighborhood 
communities
Temple Israel Cares – Enables the committee to provide meals for congregants who have been 
hospitalized or are recovering from illness, to provide Shivah baskets, to give blankets for new 
babies born, to acknowledge milestone birthday, and to welcome new members.

Did You Know? 
You can pay Temple dues or make donations to the Temple with appreciated stock? 

If you would like to do so, please follow the directions below: 
Janney Montgomery Scott LLC #0374 Janney Montgomery Scott LLC

Physical Certificates: Janney Montgomery Scott LLC
26 Broadway 9th Floor Mezzanine New York, NY 10004
Account Registration: Temple Israel of New Rochelle (Operations) 
Account Number: 6286-6155 

Temple Israel of New Rochelle also gratefully accepts donations of real property. Please 
contact Anita Aronoff, Executive Director, to discuss in confidence and advise her of your 
donation at (914) 235-1800. 
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The Kehillah School for Early Learning 
just shared the "Art Work" from our 
Infants, Toddlers , Preschool, and 
K-Prep in a Mixed Media Presentation.
The Kehillah Art Show was an op-
portunity for "Making Our Learning
Visible" through work in Mixed
Media.

Documentation is an integral part of the 
educational theories and practices of the 
Reggio-Emilia approach. Children and 
teachers work together in discussion 

about the materials, learning new vocabulary, and expressing 
individual creativity while working together.

Kehillah thanks Morah Maria, our Atelierista for guiding and 
supporting the children and teachers in this Mixed Media 
Presentation. The use of generous donations to the Materials 
Center keeps a variety materials available for children to 
choose from when creating projects or playing in their class-
room. We encourage you to continue donating treasures to the 
Kehillah Materials Center.

Organic Materials
• Rocks
• Wood (sticks, stumps, boards, coins, branches, wood

chips, cinnamon stick, pegs, beads)
• Shells, Seeds (acorns, dried beans, seed pods)
• Pine cones
• Leaves
• Grasses (hay, straw)
• Mosses
• Flowers (petals)
• Textiles (hemp, cotton, wool, felt, silk)
• Corks
• Sea sponges

Recycled and Reused Materials
• Paper (newspaper, shredded, cardboard, paper tubes)
• Containers (milk jugs, yogurt containers, metal cans)
• Textiles (sheets, shower curtains, blankets, towels,

pillows)
• Ropes (used climbing ropes)
• Tires (inner tubes)
• Gutters
• PVC tubes
• Buckets
• Nuts and bolts

 Celebrating Mixed Media, 
 Summer, and Beyond!

Summer at Kehillah
We welcome warmer temperatures and the opportunity to 
play outside with water. Sprinklers and water tables abound 
on our playground. We look forward to our special celebra-
tions each week, always ending with Shabbat on Fridays. We 
are expecting fun, entertaining, and educational visitors to 
come to Kehillah this Summer.

Kamp Kehillah Weekly Themes

Week 1: July 7-11
Red, White, and Blue Celebration!  
With Manny the Ice Cream Truck 7/11

Week 2: July 14-18
"Two By Two Zoo" visits Outdoors on 7/16

Week 3: July 21-25
Sensory on Wheels with Morah Monica on 7/25

Week 4: July 28-August 1
Under the Sea- The Maritime Education Center
Visit with biologist, Kyle Troy

Week 5: August 4-8
Story Book week with Tales from
Morah Paula & Morah Jilly’s Puppets

Week 6: August 11-16
Police Week: New Rochelle Police Department Visits

Week 7: August 18-22
Olympic Week: featuring Face Painting with “Making Faces 
Parties”

Week 8: August 25 & 26 
Celebrating Summer with Manny the Ice Cream Truck

Beyond...
At The Kehillah School for Early Learning, we nurture young 
children and their families through a child-centered approach 
to learning that’s both joyful and rooted in Jewish values. Our 
environment is one where curiosity is celebrated, relation-
ships are cherished, and learning emerges naturally through 
play and discovery. By blending thoughtful teaching with a 
deep respect for each child’s development, we create a space 
where children feel seen, inspired, and empowered to grow. 
What sets Kehillah apart from other early learning centers is 
not only our Judaic foundation, but also our commitment to 
enrichment and nature-based learning all year round. Our 
students enjoy a rich variety of experiences from the arts, 
movement, and music to exposure to Hebrew language and 
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holiday celebrations. Children have daily opportunities to 
connect with the outdoors as the campus offers beautifully 
designed outdoor spaces that encourage exploration, creativity, 
and connection with nature.

The Kehillah experience is thoughtfully structured to 
support the rhythm of a child’s day:
· Before School (8:00–9:00 am): As children arrive, they enjoy
a warm, welcoming transition into the day with a healthy
breakfast and gentle activities that ease them into the class-
room experience.

· Core School Day (9:00 am–3:30 pm): This is the heart of
the Kehillah day, where children participate in core learning
and enrichment activities, guided by educators who follow
children’s interests, support their growth, and foster a love for
learning.

· After School (3:30–6:00 pm): The day winds down with
independent play and center-based exploration, giving
children time to reflect, relax, and continue growing through
hands-on, child-led activities.

Our school operates as two distinct yet connected programs:
· Lower School (Infants & Toddlers): Our youngest learners
thrive in a play-based curriculum, where learning happens
through joyful exploration, relationships, and hands-on
experiences. Teachers work collaboratively as a team, fostering
a nurturing environment that supports each child’s unique
rhythm and developmental journey.

· Upper School (Preschool & K-Prep): Here, children engage
in a Reggio Emilia-inspired curriculum guided by a lead
teacher who holds a Master’s degree and state certification
in Early Childhood Education, supported by two associate
teachers with varying degrees from CDA to Bachelor's. This
team structure allows for rich learning experiences, individual
attention, and a strong focus on emergent curriculum and
project-based learning.

Our shared philosophy is grounded in the following beliefs:
Children Are Capable: Children enter our school filled with 
ideas, wonder, and a natural desire to learn. We honor their 
voices and believe they are self-directed, motivated learners 
from the very start.

Teachers Are Collaborators: Educators are not just instructors, 
they are co-learners and researchers, carefully observing, 
listening, and asking meaningful questions to spark curiosity 
and inquiry.

Environments Should Inspire: Our classrooms are thought-
fully designed as beautiful, intentional spaces that invite 
exploration and reflection. The environment is the “third 
teacher,” encouraging children to take risks and express 

themselves freely.

Learning Is Dynamic: We believe learning is active, hands-
on, and creative. Through open-ended materials, dialogue, 
and documentation, children learn to think critically, reflect, 
and approach problems from multiple perspectives.

Play Is Essential: Play is at the core of how children make 
sense of their world. It supports emotional, social, cognitive, 
and physical growth and is the most joyful and effective way 
for young children to learn. We are honored to partner with 
families in this journey of discovery, growth, and meaningful 
connection.

Please call Kehillah if you are interested in a tour or obtaining 
a spot on the waitlist that opens July 2026. 

With Gratitude The Kehillah Administrative Team
Marie Masseo, Director
Gia Levene, Assistant Director
Paula Richard, Office Manager
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 YOUTH & FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
It’s summer but we are busy dreaming 
about the Fall! Here are some things to 
look forward to!

Better Together is Back for its 
6th Year!

What is Better Together? 
Better Together is an Intergenerational 
Program with our teen and adult 
population. The goal of the program is 
to sensitize students to the challenges of 

growing older and incorporate Jewish learning and values in 
their interactions with the older members of their community. 
The Better Together™ program is an integral part of our 
7th-12th grade program and includes the opportunity to 
create meaningful relationships between our adult and teen 
community. Activities will include art projects, music, text 
study, and documenting our shared memories. At the end of 
the year, we look forward to a celebration of all that we have 
accomplished. 

The program will take place at Temple Israel. If you are an 
older adult looking forward to sharing your experiences 
and wisdom with our younger teens while engaging in 
meaningful interactions and learning opportunities, then 
this program is for you! 

If you are in 7th-12th grade and looking to build a relationship 
with older adults in our community, while having fun, then 
this is the program for you! Teens will also receive community 
service credit for their participation.

Civil Rights Teen Trip: April 2026, open to all 
rising 8th-12th grade Temple Israel teens!
There are still spots available to Join Rebecca, Rabbi Jesse 
and Temple Israel teens on a life-changing trip to the South, 
Thursday, April 23-Sunday, April 26, 2026. 

Cost: $1650 (includes ground transportation, flights, hotel and 
most meals). This trip is bein generously subsidized by The 
Yakas Fund.

Please register via your Shulcloud account.

We look forward to seeing you soon and enjoy the rest of the 
summer!

Rebecca Elkus-Ferst 
Director of Education: Youth & Families

Opening Days for Religious School:
Tuesday, September 9th 
4-6pm (K-7th grade)
6:30-8pm (8th-12th grade)

Thursday, September 11th 
4-6pm (3rd-6th grade)

Have you completed your 2025-2026 Registration? Please 
complete by August 1st. Registration can be accessed via your 
Shulcloud account.

All registered families will receive a “Welcome” email the 
last week in August with more details about the year. 

New Rochelle Elementary School Families: If you would 
like your child/ren to ride the bus to Temple Israel from their 
school, you must complete a Transportation form with the 
CSDNR Transportation office. They can be reached at:  
(914) 576-4230.

Rebecca Elkus-Ferst 
Director of Education: Youth & Families

Celebrate Shabbat on the beach as the 
sun sets around us at Five Islands Park

5:30 pm  Playground Fun! Join us for play and a light snack.
6:00 pm  Refreshments and Hors d’oeuvres for ALL.
7:00 pm  Sunset service, to help us bring Shabbat and the weekend   

to our community.

BYOD (Bring Your Own Dinner). Please bring your beach blanket or chairs if 
you’d like to sit on the beach. Carpooling is encouraged! Limited Parking! 
This will be the only service for this evening. Sign-up is not necessary for the 
service. Weather permitting. No LiveStream or Zoom will be available.

F ridays
July 18th, August  8th
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 YOUTH & FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

Join Us!

Groups are 
being set up for 
the Fall, which 
also includes 
beginner 
classes with 
instruction!

For more 
information 
email 
sports@tinr.org

Intermediate instructional group from the winter. Left to Right. April Soffel-Scheffler, 
Renee Coughlin, Diane Benko (in front) Joanne Harvey (in back), Peter Topol, Nancy Matles, 
Ruth Topol, and Brian Feinblum

 Pickleball!

Signon Board
Mazel Tov to the newly elected Signon Board! 
Signon is our BBYO Chapter. 

• N’siah (President) –Devin Ferrucci
• S’ganit (VP Programming) –Vivian Goldman
• S’gan (VP Programming)-Dylan Erber
• Aym Ha’Chaverot (VP of Membership)-Talia Koff
• Moreh (VP of Membership)-Zachary Schwartz
• Sh’licha (VP of Jewish Enrichment)-Olivia Feinblum
• Gizbor (Treasurer) – Talia Goldsmith

See back cover 
for Children 
programming for 
the High Holy Days
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New Leadership: As Berdie and I have completed our 3-year 
tenure as co-presidents, we will be handing over the reins. 
Please give a warm welcome to our incoming co-presidents 
Laura Feinblum and Heidi Siesfeld! We are thrilled that they 
are eager to lead TINR Sisterhood into the next chapter. We 
have enjoyed getting to know them while working together 
during the past year and are confident that they will be 
brilliant in the roles. We also look forward to continue 
working with them.  We are excited to see what new ideas 
and plans they have for Sisterhood.

TINR Sisterhood Board for 2025-2026
Co-Presidents: Laura Feinblum and Heidi Siesfeld
VP Treasurer: 		 Lauren Pekats
VP Game Night Chair: 	 Greta Berenbaum
VP Communications Chair/Meeting Minutes:	

Janet Frey
VP: Liz Hartzman
VP:			 Jennifer Herbst
VP: Berdie Stein
VP. Ruth Topol

Sisterhood is always looking for new programming ideas 
and volunteers who would like to make a difference within 
TINR. Please reach out if you would like to participate with 
Sisterhood in any way.

Enjoy Summer!
Berdie & Greta

As warm weather finally surrounds us, we look forward to the 
relaxing and laziness of the upcoming summer months. We 
hope you have enjoyed another great year of programming 
with Sisterhood. 

Sisterhood had an amazing sunny         visit on our Guided 
Tour of Untermyer Gardens. This 43-acre public garden was 
created in 1917 by Samuel & Minnie Untermyer. The Park and 
Gardens, combines exceptional horticulture, monumental 
architecture, and multicultural design in a majestic natural 
setting overlooking the Hudson River. Our knowledgeable tour 
guide gave us a look into the Jewish history of the Untermyer 
family as we marveled the spectacular flowers, plants, and 
sculptures.

Our quite popular Game Nights have continued with our next 
scheduled for Wednesday, July 2nd. Please RSVP through the 
new link included in the TINR weekly email blast so that we 
have sufficient tables, snacks and wine ready to make it a great 
evening. Game nights now start at 6:45 pm. 

We enjoyed creating a special Friday night service for the 
congregation working with Brotherhood. It was a joyous 
evening celebrating with you all. The ‘Hood Annual Dinner 
was delicious!

During our 3 years as co-presidents of Sisterhood, Berdie and I 
have thoroughly enjoyed creating programming and fostering 
community within TINR. It has given us a sense of purpose 
and deep fulfillment. It has brought us opportunities to grow, 
contribute and make a meaningful impact. We feel truly 
grateful to be part of a team and a mission that inspires us. 
Working with a group of amazing women has been one of the 
most rewarding parts of our experience. 

We could not have accomplished so much without the support 
of our amazing Board: Laura Feinblum, Janet Frey, Liz 
Hartzman, Jennifer Herbst, Lauren Pekats, Heidi Siesfeld, and 
Ruth Topol. Thank you to our Board and to all our Members!

 Sisterhood
Berdie Stein
Sisterhood@tinr.org
Sisterhood Co-President

Greta Berenbaum
Sisterhood@tinr.org
Sisterhood Co-President

Laura Feinblum Heidi Siesfeld

Untermyer Gardens



Tamuz/Av/Elul 5785 15

Happy Summer from Brotherhood!

Brotherhood had a big day on Sunday, May 4th. The Blood 
Drive took place at Temple Israel where we exceeded our goal 
of blood donations. Later that night, we enjoyed eating and 
dancing at our Klezmer & Knishes event. Everyone had a 
great time!

On May 16th, Brotherhood donated food and cooked for the 
Lag B'omer BBQ. We would like to thank our Brotherhood 
volunteers for grilling and plating.

Brotherhood & Sisterhood's annual Shabbat Service and 

Allen Fishbein
Brotherhood@tinr.org
Brotherhood Co-President

Gary Frey
Brotherhood@tinr.org
Brotherhood Co-President Brotherhood

Dinner was a great success. We would like to thank Bob Hirsh 
for developing the service and Matt Kates for writing and 
giving the D'var Torah. Kudos to the Clergy and all the readers 
as well.

We have a lot of fun programming planned for 2025/2026. 
Brotherhood wants to continue to make TINR an event 
destination. If you have ideas for events, please let us know by 
contacting us directly or attending a meeting.

Best,
Allen and Gary

 Edith H. Handelman 
 Library  SUMMER IS FOR READING!

OUR LIBRARY IS ALWAYS OPEN!
Browse our library in person or online. Bring your kids too! New books arrive weekly. Self check-out by signing your name on 
the card in the back of the book and leave the card in the red box on the librarian’s desk. All books can also be reserved on our 
library website:www.librarycat.org/lib/HandelmanLibrary/TINR

Questions or suggestions? Contact our librarian: Stephanie Krasner, stephkras11@gmail.com
(Please don’t forget to return the books so others can enjoy them)

Watch for these new arrivals

And, here are some you might have missed:

Significant Non-Fiction:

And, bring your kids to find great summer reads!
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Harissa Veggie Kebabs (Grilled)
Serves: 4–6 • Vegan | Grill-Friendly | Inspired by North African Jewish Flavors

             Ingredients
Vegetables (cut into 1–1.5 inch pieces):
• 1 zucchini
• 1 yellow squash
• 1 red bell pepper
• 1 yellow bell pepper
• 1 red onion
• 8–10 cremini mushrooms
• Cherry tomatoes (optional)

Harissa Marinade:
• 2 tablespoons harissa paste (mild or spicy, to taste)
• 2 tablespoons olive oil
• 1 tablespoon lemon juice
• 1 clove garlic, minced
• 1 teaspoon paprika
• Salt and pepper to taste
• Optional: 1 teaspoon honey or maple syrup for balance

Optional for Serving:
• Chopped fresh parsley or mint
• Tahini sauce or lemon-yogurt drizzle
• Warm pita or herbed couscous

Marjorie Mangot
TIC@tinr.org
(201) 838-7586
Temple Israel Cares
Co-President

Bobbi Safire
TIC@tinr.org
Temple Israel Cares  
NEW Co-President!

 Temple 
 Isr el  
 Cares
Food for Thought – Tzedek (Justice)
"Justice, justice shall you pursue." – Deuteronomy 16:20

Tzedek is the Hebrew word for justice, but it also implies righteousness, fairness, and moral responsibility. It reminds us that a 
just society depends on each of us showing up—not just with good intentions, but with action. Pursuing tzedek means lifting 
others up and making choices that reflect the world we want to help build.

How can we bring tzedek into our daily lives?
• Speak out when you witness bullying or stand up for a friend who is being left out.
• Help pack food for those in need. Donate a toy or book.
• Volunteer or campaign for an issue you care about.

Wishing everyone a peaceful and restorative summer!

              Instructions
1. Prepare Vegetables:
Wash and chop all vegetables into uniform, skewer-friendly
pieces.
2. Mix Marinade:
In a large bowl, whisk together harissa paste, olive oil, lemon
juice, garlic, paprika, salt, and pepper. Add honey or maple
syrup if using.
3. Marinate:
Toss vegetables in the marinade until well coated. Let sit for 30
minutes (or up to a few hours in the fridge).
4. Assemble Skewers:
Thread marinated vegetables onto metal or soaked wooden
skewers, alternating colors and textures.
5. Grill:
Preheat grill to medium-high. Grill skewers for 10–12 minutes,
turning occasionally, until veggies are charred and tender.
6. Serve:
Garnish with fresh herbs and a drizzle of tahini or yogurt
sauce. Serve with pita or grain salad for a full meal.

Tip: This dish is perfect for Shabbat outdoors, summer BBQs, 
or Tu B’Av gatherings. To make it kid-friendly, tone down the 
harissa or offer a yogurt dip on the side.
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ENJOY YOUR SUMMER!
FIRST FALL SESSION: Wednesday, September 3rd
6:45 - 9:00 pm
Canasta or Mah Jongg ... your choice. Play with old friends, 
and new! Invite a friend! 

This event is FREE, EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 
RSVP at www.tinr.org for each session to accommodate 
for food and seating! 

Celebrate Shabbat on the beach as the 
sun sets around us at Five Islands Park

5:30 pm  Playground Fun! Join us for play and a light snack.
6:00 pm  Refreshments and Hors d’oeuvres for ALL.
7:00 pm  Sunset service, to help us bring Shabbat and the weekend   

to our community.

BYOD (Bring Your Own Dinner). Please bring your beach blanket or chairs if 
you’d like to sit on the beach. Carpooling is encouraged! Limited Parking! 
This will be the only service for this evening. Sign-up is not necessary for the 
service. Weather permitting. No LiveStream or Zoom will be available.

F ridays
July 18th, August  8th

 Events

Join us for this Family Style Shabbat celebration featuring 
our amazing camp song leader. 

Fun for all ages, come dressed in camp swag, and make new 
friends. Stay for our free pizza dinner and ice cream (with 
RSVP). Visit www.tinr.org for the RSVP link.

A Fun Guitar-Led Shabbat Service!
TWO SUMMER DATES:

Fridays, July 11th, August 1st, 6 pm
at Temple Israel of New Rochelle

Important Issues Today in Israel
Knowing How They Developed 
and Why They are Happening

With Israeli Educator and Guide - Uri Feinberg *

*Uri was the tour 
guide for the TINR 
Israel trip last 
February

Exploring Israel’s history provides a vital foundation for 
understanding the current war, from its painful beginnings 

to what lies ahead.
Wednesdays 7 - 8:15 pm
July 16 - September 3

Zoom/Online Course
Cost $118
Visit www.tinr.org to RSVP to the sessions. You can join live on 
zoom with Uri, or watch the recorded sessions afterward. 
More details will follow.
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A quality early learning program, nurturing and safe, developmentally appropriate, play-based curriculum, 
infusing Jewish values and community for children ages 6 weeks through kindergarten preparation.

Preschool & Kindergarten Preparation Curriculum using Reggio Emilia approach to education.

2070 Boston Post Road, Larchmont

B E R D I E  S T E I N
Associate Real Estate Broker

M. 914.473.4708
BStein@houlihanlawrence.com

Call me for a complimentary 
market analysis of your home.

C L I E N T  T E S T I M O N I A L

“We’ve used Berdie twice now, 
and both times she’s been a 
pleasure to work with. Our recent 
home sale started off a breeze 
with 7 offers all over asking 
right off the bat. But when we 
encountered some challenges 
prior to closing, Berdie was super 
level-headed and advocated for 
us as needed, and together we got 
the deal done! I wholeheartedly 
recommend her, and should we 
ever move again (I really hope 
not!) she would be my first call.”

I am pleased to announce that I represented 
my sellers in the successful sale of their 
home. We went into contract in 6 days and 
sold for 16% above the list price.

S O L D
A fun, caring, and welcoming Jewish experience 

where youth have an engaging outlet to explore 
Judaism through spirituality, history, holidays, and 

values, for children in kindergarten to 12th grade.

Contact Rebecca Elkus-Ferst,   
Director of Education: Youth & Families  
914.235.1800 x 221 | relkusferst@tinr.org

Visit www.tinr.org/ReligiousSchool
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Please visit us at  

our NEW modern facility 

located at
100 Saw Mill River Road

Hawthorne, New York 10532

Our phone number remains the same: 

914-664-6800

RiveRside MeMoRial Chapel



Te m p l e  To p i c sTe m p l e  To p i c s

We are a community that adds meaning and purpose to modern lives through 
an inclusive approach to Judaism.– We live our Jewish values in our worship, 

celebration, lifelong learning and Tikkun Olam — the repair of the world.

TEMPLE ISRAEL OF NEW ROCHELLE - 1000 PINEBROOK BOULEVARD, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10804 • (914) 235-1800 • WWW.TINR.ORG

 High Holy Days 5786  PREVIEW
 A Time for Reflection and 
 Sweet Celebration

Preparing for the High Holy Days: 2025 • 5786 with "E-lul"
During the month of Elul — Monday, August 25th through Monday, September 22nd (Erev Rosh Hashanah) — Jewish 
tradition calls us to begin the spiritual work of reflection and repentance. 

To help our community embrace this journey, we will include a special “e-lul” message in our Thursday "Message From 
the Clergy" eblasts on: August 28th, September 4th, September 11th, and September 18th. 

Be sure to open these weekly emails — they’re your opportunity to prepare your heart and mind for the High Holy 
Days.

S'lichot (at WRT)
Saturday, September 13th 

Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Monday, September 22nd

Rosh Hashanah 
Tuesday, September 23rd
Wednesday, September 24th

Erev Yom Kippur (Kol Nidrei) 
Wednesday, October 1st

Yom Kippur 
Thursday, October 2nd

Sukkot 
Tuesday, October 7th 

Shmini Atzeret/Simchat Torah 
Tuesday, October 14th 

More details in the September/October Temple Topics, weekly eblasts, and printed High Holy 
Days brochure due to be released in the beginning of September. 

High Holy Dates, Events, and Celebrations for your reference

Know someone new to the neighborhood? Looking for a warm, welcoming, and prayerful community? 

Connect with us at (914) 235-1800, email templeisrael@tinr.org, or visit www.tinr.org. 
We’d love to have you join us on the journey!

This year we will be offering NEW experiences for our youth ages 0-12 years
1. Infants-Pre K: Babysitting during Main Service (10:30 am-12:30 pm)
2. Kindergarten-3rd Grade: Programming and snack (10:30 am-12:30 pm)
3. 4th-6th Grade: Children in these grades will participate in the Main service with

their parents/guardians. From 11:30 am-12:30 pm, 4th-6th graders have the option to
leave the Sanctuary to attend a program and snack with peers.


