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 Contact Us  Sympathy

Send your good news and achievements  to OriettaSchneider@tinr.org. 

Congratulations to...

We send condolences to... 

“May their souls be bound up in the eternal bond”

Mazal Tov

• Bonnie Hirshowitz, on the loss of her husband,  
Melvin Hirshowitz

• Mitchell & Carole Ostrove, on their 55th Wedding Anniversary
• Bob & June Hirsh, on their 45th Wedding Anniversary
• Len & Berdie Stein, on their 45th Wedding Anniversary
• Mary Ann DeRosa, who became President of White Plains 

Beautification Foundation for the next two years. This organiza-
tion has 68 gardens and 3 nurseries that maintain them. Visit 
www.wpbf.org/ to find out more.

• Wendy Bill, for being elected to President of her Temple, 
Congregation Shir Chadash in Langrangeville, NY 

• Abigail Rittenberg, who will be traveling to Albany to be 
introduced on the Assembly floor with two other winners from 
Assemblywoman Amy Paulin's competition "There Ought to Be 
a Law" ... Abigail's idea was barring vape and smoke shops from 
opening near schools, day care centers and other such places. 
This will be introduced as legislation.

• Curtis and Caleb Alter who attended US Rowing’s Youth 
National Championships in Florida with their team. Curtis 
captained the men's eight which won the gold. He will continue 
his rowing for Columbia University in the fall.

• Catherine Starr for being one of the coaches on the Greenwich 
Crew’s women’s lightweight 8+ boat who won gold at the 
National Championships in Florida.

• Joel Fridovich, on receiving the Donald T. Conetta Service 
Award from the City School District of New Rochelle, "for his 
relentless pursuit of excellence and passion for the success of all 
students"

• Bryan Manheimer, for being called to the Torah in Israel on 
Thursday, July 4th. Bryan's bio is on p. 8.

 New  
 Members
Please welcome the 
following new members to 
Temple Israel when you see 
them!
- Bonnie Hirshowitz  
- David & Lauren Sommer

 Snowbirds 

Have you returned back to 
us? Give us a call to let us 

know you're back so "Temple 
Topics" can find you! We don't 
want you to miss Temple Israel 

happenings!
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 From the
 President

 Board of
 Trustees
 Minutes
Board of Trustees Meeting  
Wednesday, June 19, 2019 

Rabbi Nichols provided a 
word of Torah, reminding 
the BOT of messages from 
the Book of Numbers and the 
many roles of the community 
and how each person is 
counted; each person matters. 
She asked the BOT to consider 
the roles they can play and 
the gifts they have to bring.

Rabbi Weiner reflected on 
the outstanding Shavuot and 
Confirmation service. 

Rabbi Beth Nichols, Director 
of Congregational Learning, 
reported on Kehillah’s 
Seeyoom (Graduation) which 
had 27 children graduating. 
She also described the focus 
of the summer work that 
she and Rebecca Elkus-
Ferst engage in including 
registration, outreach 
and retention, curricular 
modifications, new initiatives 
with the Teen Program, and 
hiring.

Adam Egelberg presented 
the financial report. The 
September meeting will 
include a review of the budget 
that closes at the end of this 
month. Along with Anita 
Aronoff, Adam is reviewing 
the way in which financials 
are reviewed with the BOT.

Rich Alter expressed 
gratitude for the generous 
contributions the BOT made 
to help close the budget deficit 
for the 2018/2019 year. 

Executive Director, Anita 
Aronoff, presented the 
membership report which 
included two new members. 

A little over three years ago, 
as she prepared to assume the 
role of Temple President, Liz 
Weingast asked me to serve as 
an officer of our congregation. 
I was reticent, having heard 
just as many people offer 
her their condolences as had 
offered their congratulations 
with respect to her new role. I 
understood both sentiments. 

Since its founding in 1908 
Temple Israel had been a 
center of worship, education, 
social action, and community. 
Since the Roosevelt 
administration (Teddy, not 
Franklin) we’d served as a 
warm and welcoming home 
in times when our members 
often struggled to find the 
same reception in our wider 
society. Along the way, as we 
fought our own battles, we 
never shied from supporting 
other marginalized groups 
seeking their own place. 
With a mandate from our 
members and shepherded 
by clergy whose names and 
pictures now adorn the walls 
of our building, we were 
moral and religious leaders 
in the wider community. 
Liz stepped to the helm of 
a congregation with a long 
and proud history. Hence the 
congratulations.
At the same time, Liz became 
the President of a Temple 
whose membership roll 
reflected the same reality as 
that of URJ congregations 
across North America: fewer 
Reform Jews were joining 
Temples. As we’ve become an 
ever more integral part of the 
American fabric, some have 
seen less need for the sense of 
distinct identity and culture 
which URJ congregations 
have historically done 
so much to foster. Fewer 
young families choosing to 

affiliate brings with it the 
attendant problem, fewer 
funds with which to carry 
out our mission. Hence the 
condolences.

Of course, when Truman 
said “the buck stops here” 
he wasn’t referring to those 
standing behind him. It 
would be Liz stepping into 
the crosshairs, not me. That, 
plus recognition of all Temple 
Israel had done for my family 
since rejoining as an adult, 
made my decision to say 
“yes” to Liz an easy one.

Three years later, at the end of 
Liz’s tenure, the landscape I 
face assuming the presidency 
couldn’t be more different.

• We’ve transitioned to 
voluntary dues allowing all to 
choose the level of financial 
support appropriate to them. 

• We’ve seen our membership 
numbers turn around, 
experiencing year over year 
increases since our dues shift.

• We’ve planned, built, and 
opened Camp Pinebrook, 
creating yet another touch 
point in the lives of our 
community’s children. 
Having just opened for our 
second summer we’ve seen 
camper numbers more than 
double since Year 1.

• We’ve welcomed Cantor 
Randall Schloss, rounding 
out a brilliant clergy team 
recognized for their talent, 
vision, and compassion.

• Our social action and 
outreach have reached new 
highs, culminating this past 
year with the recognition of 
our social action chairwomen 
as they were presented 

Temple Israel’s President’s 
Award. Our values stand 
front and center.

I get to assume the presidency 
of a happier, larger, more 
stable, and more socially 
active congregation. At the 
same time, events outside our 
walls have made Temple Israel 
more relevant than at any 
time in recent history. We’ve 
watched as anti-Semitism has 
become ever more virulent 
and prevalent on both 
the right and the left. Our 
children face challenges on 
college campuses we thought 
were long behind us. Locally 
we’re called upon to play an 
ever more important, and 
necessary, role in maintaining 
the social fabric of our 
community. 

Thirty-one years ago George 
Bush borrowed from C. S. 
Lewis when he referred 
to “a thousand points of 
light.” He spoke of the need 
for local communities and 
organizations to step in and 
fill the role that government 
couldn’t [or wouldn’t] play. 
Temple Israel is one of those 
points of light. The need for 
what we are, and what we 
represent, has become ever 
more pressing.

I’m excited to start my new 
role with a congregation 
renewed of spirit, at the 
head of a Temple renewed of 
purpose. And I’m so grateful 
for the path Liz has cleared. 
Perhaps nothing speaks 
more clearly to that legacy 
than the only reaction I’ve 
received from all of you in 
response to my new role: 
“congratulations!”

Rich Alter 
Temple President continued to p. 5
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 Temple 
 Israel is
 Grateful
Temple Fund
Steven & Sally Meisner, in 
memory of Richard Markell's 
wife and Roy Markell's 
mother, Maxine Markell
Liz, Jim, Rebecca, & Adam 
Weingast, in appreciation to 
the Clergy and the Temple 
Israel community in memory 
of Fran Weingast
Warren & Janice Agatston, 
in honor of Frank & Barbara's 
45th Anniversary and 
Barbara's Special Birthday
Ruth B. Rosenbaum, in 
memory of Mollie Bookchin
Marian & Richard Reiner, in 
memory of Norman & Judy 
Menken
Judy & Don Pinals, in 
memory of Liz Weingast's 
mother-in-law, Fran Weingast
Kenneth & Marcia Green, in 
memory of George H. Belkin
Jeff & Mady Stier, in honor of 
our son Michael's marriage to 
Petra Antonini
Susan Saril, in honor of her 
granddaughter Dani Saril's 
confirmation

Rabbi Weiner's 
Discretionary Fund
Lenore Sempert, in memory 
of Lillian Podell, on the 
occasion of her yahrzeit
Joan & Hank Goldsmith, 
with appreciation
Reid & Barbra Rosen, in 
honor of our granddaughter, 
Birdie Tam Klein, being 
named 
Marc & Nina Neer, in 
appreciation and gratitude to 
Rabbi Weiner
John Reiches & June 
Streisand, in appreciation of 
Rabbi Weiner
Frank & Barbara Axel, with 
thanks to Rabbi Weiner for 
the anniversary blessing
Adam Sobel & Susan Siegel, 
in gratitude to Rabbi Weiner 
for an amazing trip to Eastern 
Europe

Jeff & Mady Stier, in 
appreciation for Michael & 
Petra's nuptials
Neil Laufer, in appreciation
Doug & Rachel Cullen, in 
honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Emily Cullen
John & Vicki Nelson, in 
honor of Emily Cullen’s Bat 
Mitzvah and in appreciation 
of Rabbi Weiner
Jeff & Ellen Zomback, in 
appreciation of Rabbi Weiner 
for his support during this 
time
Lynn Halpern, in 
appreciation of Rabbi Weiner 
for his support
Michael & Nancy Bookchin, 
in gratitude to Rabbi Weiner 
for his “care & support of my 
family during the passing of 
my mom - Mollie Bookchin”

Rabbi Nichols' 
Discretionary Fund
The Pastarnack Family, in 
memory of Irene Pastarnack
Bonnie Hirshowitz & Family, 
in appreciation of Rabbi 
Nichols for her care and 
comfort 
Doug & Rachel Cullen, in 
honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Emily Cullen 
Richard Marx & Deborah 
Rubin-Marx, with 
appreciation for the naming 
of our granddaughter, Ella 
Faye Freed
Sue Rosenzweig, in memory 
of Mark Rosenzweig
John & Vicki Nelson, in 
honor of Emily Cullen’s Bat 
Mitzvah and in appreciation 
of Rabbi Nichols
Jeff & Ellen Zomback, in 
appreciation of Rabbi Nichols 
for her support during this 
time

Cantor Schloss' 
Discretionary Fund
Doug & Rachel Cullen, in 
honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Emily Cullen  
John & Vicki Nelson, in 
honor of  Emily Cullen’s Bat 
Mitzvah and in appreciation 
of Cantor Schloss
Jeff & Ellen Zomback, in 
appreciation of Cantor Schloss 
for his support during this 
time

Dear Generous Supporters,

Due to a banking change, 
from now on all checks 
need to be made out to 
Temple Israel of New 
Rochelle. This includes: 
Brotherhood, Sisterhood, 
TIFTY and the Clergy 
Discretionary Funds. 

Please put those, or any 
fund name, in the memo 
line.

Thank you.

Music Fund
Diane, Phil, Matthew & 
Lisa Stein, in memory of of 
Diane Stein's mother, Grace L. 
Goldstein
Richard Marx & Deborah 
Rubin-Marx, in memory of 
Fran Weingast
Caryl & Peter Poser, in 
memory of Mollie Bookchin

Social Action Fund
Michael & Andrea Weitzner 
& Family, in honor of Amy 
Ecker's recognition at the 
Gala. Mazel Tov!

Temple Israel Cares 
Fund
Peter & Lori Oppenheimer, 
in memory of Mollie Bookchin
Joan & Hank Goldsmith, 
in memory of Michael 
Bookchin's mother, Mollie
The Mah Jongg Girls, 
in memory of Michael 
Bookchin's mother, Mollie
Richard Marx & Deborah 
Rubin-Marx, in honor of 
the birth of Phyllis Slotnick's 
great-grandchild, Jack Miles 
Anderson; in memory of 
Leah's mother, Judith Menken
Mary Ann DeRosa, in 
honor of the birth of Phyllis 
Slotnick's great-grandchild, 
Jack Miles Anderson

Youth Fund
Don & Judy Pinals, in 
memory of of our beloved 
nephew Avrom Pinals

LEAVE A 
LEGACY 
TO THE 
TEMPLE

Please 
consider 
joining 

with those who have pledged 
a legacy to the Temple by 
joining the Tamid Society. 
There is no minimum gift 
required. You will simply gain 
the satisfaction of providing 
the Temple with a gift to help 
ensure all the benefits you 
have enjoyed will be passed 
on to future generations. All 
it takes is a provision in your 
will to remember the Temple. 

The following Temple 
members have made such a 
pledge; new members will 
be listed in future issues of 
Temple Topics:

Janice & Warren Agatston
Barbara & Frank Axel
Bernice Braun (estate)
Leroy Fadem
Evelyn Jacobs (estate)
Lilly Kaplan (estate)
Carol & Arthur Ostrove
Carole & Mitchell Ostrove
Lloyd Robinson
Amy Sincoff (estate)
Mady & Jeffrey Stier
Ilissa & Paul Warhit

For more information, please 
contact Anita Aronoff at the 
Temple office by calling (914) 
235-1800 or email AnitaAronoff@
tinr.org  
 
Temple Israel thanks you!

The 
Tamid
Society

A percentage of your 
purchases at Amazon 
benefit Temple Israel 
when you shop with: 
https://smile.amazon.com/
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 Rabbi's
 Note

Board of Trustees Meeting 
continued from p. 3

Dear chevrei (friends),

When Temple Topics reaches 
your mailboxes, summer will 
officially be in full swing. 
Some of us will be waiting to 
receive the first letters from 
sleep-away camp, some will be 
filling backpacks with water 
bottles and sunscreen for day 
camp, some will be on beach 
vacations… And then there 
are some of us who will not 
even have noticed a change in 
season and are busy in their 
daily work routines.

This column is a reminder that 
summer is not just for kids, 
parents who need to entertain 
their kids and people whose 
jobs are on a school calendar. 
Summer is for everyone. Think 
of it this way: If Shabbat is the 
day of rest and renewal, then 
summer is the season of rest 
and renewal. We all need time 
to lift up our heads from our 
work, time to take a breath and 
time to let our minds wander. 
We need time to connect with 
people, time to explore new 
things and time to be inspired.

A fabulous exotic trip might 
allow us to fulfill all of these 
goals, but it is not necessary. 
Experiencing rest and renewal 
is more about consciously 
setting aside time for ourselves 
than it is about location. And 
thankfully, Judaism has that 
time built in through Shabbat. 
If Shabbat is not a regular part 
of your life, summer might just 
be the perfect time to try it out. 
Claim your day of rest in this 
season of rest. 

Of course, you can experience 
Shabbat here at Temple Israel. 
As we often remind people, 
school may be out in the 

summer, but Shabbat keeps 
coming every seven days. 
During the summer our 
services are designed to take 
maximum advantage of the 
season: most Friday night 
services are outside in our 
beautiful courtyard (barring 
rain or unbearable humidity); 
two Friday nights are at the 
beach (see p. 11 for details); 
and our onegs feature sherbet 
punch (a personal favorite).  

But we do not just tout 
Shabbat as a good idea in 
order to drum up attendance. 
After all, Shabbat is not just 
about prayer services. There 
is a myriad of ways to make 
Shabbat a day of rest and 
renewal: an uninterrupted 
conversation with a loved 
one, a long walk in nature, 
a chapter of a best-seller, a 
break from screens, time 
spent on a hobby… 

Do not judge your summer 
by the number of beautiful 
pictures you can post on 
social media. Instead, 
plan your summer around 
experiences that bring you 
closer to people you love, 
activities that bring a smile 
to your face and moments 
that lift you up rather than 
weigh you down. May we all 
have a summer of shalom, a 
summer that is peaceful and 
helps us feel whole.

Rabbi Beth Nichols

President Liz Weingast acknowledged that this is her last 
meeting and she reflected on the accomplishments of the BOT 
over these past 3 years.

The BOT had a second vote to release $25K from the 
Hirshenhorn Fund. The vote passed unanimously.

The President and Officer’s Slate was presented:
• President: Rich Alter
• Vice President: Mitch Benson
• Vice President: Todd Brecher
• Vice President: Jamie Deutsch
• Vice President: Sally Meisner
• Vice President: Dan Pomerantz
• Treasurer: Adam Egelberg
• Secretary: Jen Goldman

The BOT voted unanimously to accept the new slate of officers.

On behalf of the Israel Action Committee, Mitch Benson 
reminded the BOT of the upcoming evening with Jafar Farah, 
Founder and Director of the Mossawa, an organization that 
gives voice to Arab Israelis and their concerns. 

Jen Goldman, co-head of the Chavaya Committee, reported 
that the Fall Kindergarten has 12 children registered already. 
Jen also thanked Cantor Schloss for hosting a potluck dinner 
in his home for the families of Kol Simcha members. 

David Itzkowitz updated the BOT on the HVAC and Roof, 
proposals, and plans.  

Deborah Blatt on behalf of the Social Action Committee 
requested donations of new backpacks and school supplies 
for students in need in Westchester County. Donations can be 
dropped off at the Temple.

Cantor Schloss is hoping to have a middle school or teen 
choir as the abundant number of sixth graders would like to 
continue next year.
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JOIN US at Camp Pinebrook this Summer! 
 
Camp Pinebrook's first day of camp is almost here ... and it's 
not too late to sign up for summer. We are waiting for you!

Taking vacation? Your children can still enjoy Camp 
Pinebook this summer. You can sign up for 2 or 3 weeks at 
any point. Flexibility and Fun!

Camp Pinebrook also offers a half-day program for 3 and 
4 year olds from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  All campers must 
be potty-trained. Camper’s day includes all-camp Boker 
Tov (good morning), swim lessons, sports, arts, and other 
activities. 

Need extended care? It's available from 7:00 am to 6:30 pm 
for an additional $40 per day or $175 per week. Families can 
drop-off campers at their convenience within these hours.

Learn more at CampPinebrook.com.

Questions and to sign up with Rabbi Jesse Gallop at  
Jesse@CampPinebrook.com

Meet our two Israeli counselors who will be making 
Camp Pinebrook their home this summer! Nir Peretz 
and Roi Amir are joining Rabbi Jesse in helping 
campers have fun and learn this summer!  
Welcome friends!
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Sleep-away
Camp

Are your 
children at 
sleep-away 
camp this 
summer?  
 
Send us their addresses 
and we will write them 
a postcard. Or stop by 
Temple Israel, fill out a 
postcard and pick up 
this year’s camp send-
off gift.
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 Bar  
 Mitzvah

My name is Bryan Manheimer and I will celebrate becoming a Bar Mitzvah on 
Thursday, July 4, 2019 in Israel. I will be chanting the Rosh Chodesh parashat 
in the book of Numbers. I belong to Temple Israel with my parents, Forrest & 
Freda. I am in the 7th grade at Scarsdale Middle School. Outside of school, I'm 
on a competitive swim team, I like to play baseball and I am on a soccer team. 
For my Mitzvah Project, I worked with a food bank. This project is important to 
me because food is such a basic need, everybody should have it. Thank you for 
celebrating with me when I'm called to the Torah.

This week we celebrated the children in the 
Moochaneem and G’Shareem classes. At Kehillah 
they have grown and developed into kind, 
respectful and caring young people. Through 
the years here, they have gained confidence 
as they played with friends and learned from 
dedicated teachers. Kehillah has become an 
extension of their homes. The children have 
built strong relationships with their peers and 
teachers. The atmosphere of love and trust has 
given them the foundation to succeed in any 
endeavors they choose to venture into. 

We have guided them as they learned to crawl, 
walk and learn to speak.

We have guided them as they learned to eat at 
the table with friends, serve themselves and set 
the table.

We have guided them as they learned to play 
with friends, share and wait their turn.

We have guided them as they learned to write 
their first letters and count numbers.

In turn, they have given us so much! They have 
taught us to appreciate the little things in life. 
They have taught us patience as they have filled 
us with their love!

We hope that they will all continue to enjoy 
school with the same excitement and love of 
learning.

Everyone at Kehillah sends these children off to 
kindergarten with love and pride.

Laurie
Kehillah School Director

Photo Credit:
Jeri Zirolink, Kehillah
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Back Row, from left to right: Cantor Schloss, Daniel Long, Adam Kliegerman, Carly Rieger,  
Mia Redlener, Sonia Morris, Noa Deutsch, Brooke Rieger
Front Row, from left to right: Rebecca Elkus-Ferst, Samuel Rosenberg, Cary Brecher, Simone Rivel, 
Zoe Gottesman, Dani Saril, Hayden Roberge, Rabbi Nichols, Rabbi Weiner  
Missing: Caleb Alter

Confirmation Class 2019

New for Fall 2019: 8th-12th 
Grades

This past spring, a new Teen 
Engagement Committee was 
formed to think about how 
Temple Israel can best provide 
teenagers with opportunities 
to remain involved with 
Temple Israel and Jewish life. 
We are excited to share with 
you two initiatives that we 
will pilot this coming year. 

1. Tikkun Teens: a com-
munity service club with 
monthly events open to 
8th-12th graders. 
2. Confirmation Social 
Justice Track: a community 
service based alternative to 
our Tuesday night 
Confirmation Class that will 
lead to Confirmation at the 
end of the year.

In addition to these new 
programs, we will continue 
to offer the three programs 
central to teen involvement at 
Temple Israel. 

1. Tuesday Evening Chavaya: 
Weekly dinner and classes for 
8th-12th graders taught by the 
clergy and veteran educators; 
monthly gender-separated 
groups as part of Moving 
Traditions; monthly dinners 
out with the clergy for 11th 
and 12th graders. 
2. Madrichim and 
Manheegeem: Teen volunteers 
and paid teen facilitators who 
work with younger children 
in the Chavaya program.
3. TIFTY: Teen-led youth 
group which holds local 
events and participates in 
regional and national events 
through NFTY (North 
American Federation of 
Temple Youth).

Chavaya Meeting Times 2019-2020
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 July/  
 August
 Calendar
July 
 
Mon 7/1 10:45 AM STARS (Seniors Together at Retirement)
   
Thu 7/4 Temple Office, Kehillah School, and Camp Pinebrook  
  Closed (Independence Day) 
   
Fri 7/5 Temple Office and Kehillah School Open 
  No Talmud Class
  7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service/Wedding Blessing  
   for Jeff & Mady Stier 52nd Wedding 
   Anniversary
   
Sat 7/6 Shabbat Korach 
  9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Service/Torah Study
   
Sun 7/8 10:45 AM STARS (Seniors Together at Retirement)
   
Wed 7/10 11:30 AM Food for Thought. See p. 11 for details.
   
Fri 7/12 9:00 AM Talmud Class
  5:00 PM Kehillah School Closes Early
   5:30 PM Kehillah School to Shabbat ShaBeach
   6:00 PM Shabbat ShaBeach Refreshments and Hors  
   d’oeuvres followed by the Service at 7:00 pm.  
   See p. 11 for details.
   
Sat 7/13 Shabbat Chukat 
  9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Service/Torah Study
   
Mon 7/15 10:45 AM STARS (Seniors Together at Retirement)
   
Fri 7/19 No Talmud Class
   5:30 PM Camp Pinebrook Shabbat Service
   7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service
   
Sat 7/20 Shabbat Balak 
  9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Service/Torah Study
   
Mon 7/22 10:45 AM STARS (Seniors Together at Retirement)

Wed 7/24 7:00 PM "Summer Lovin Concert on the Front Lawn"  
   at Kol Ami, featuring Cantor Schloss,  
   Leah Schloss, David Rosen and others for a  
   special musical evening.  
   Visit www.nykolami.org for details.
   
 7/25 12:00 AM Elul Opt-In. See p. 15 for details.
   
Fri 7/26 No Talmud Class
  6:00 PM Kol Shabbat Evening Service followed  
   by dinner. See p. 11 for details.
   
Sat 7/27 Shabbat Pinchas 
  9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Service/Torah Study
  4:30 PM Havdalah in Pajamas. Questions? Contact  
   Laurie Thomas, Kehillah Director, at  
   LaurettaThomas@BrightHorizons.com  
 
Mon 7/29 10:45 AM STARS (Seniors Together at Retirement)
   

August
Thur 8/1 No Talmud Class
  5:00 PM Torah Corps
   
Fri 8/2 No Talmud Class
   7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service
   
Sat 8/3 Shabbat Matot-Masei 
  9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Service/Torah Study
   
Mon 8/5 10:45 AM STARS (Seniors Together at Retirement)

Tue 8/6 11:30 AM Brotherhood Golf Outing at Hampshire  
   Country Club, with dinner following at  
   Temple Israel at 7:00 pm
   
Thu 8/8 5:00 PM Torah Corps
   
Fri 8/9 9:00 AM Talmud Class
   5:00 PM Kehillah School Closes
   5:30 PM Kehillah School to Shabbat ShaBeach
   6:00 PM Shabbat ShaBeach Refreshments and Hors  
   d’oeuvres followed by the Service/Wedding  
   Blessing for Michael Stier & Petra Antonini at  
   7:00 pm. See p. 11 for details.
   
Sat 8/10 Shabbat Chazon/Parashat Davarim 
  9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Service/Torah Study
   
Sun 8/11 September Temple Topics Deadline 
   
Mon 8/12 10:45 AM STARS (Seniors Together at Retirement)
   
Wed 8/14 11:30 AM Food for Thought. Details coming soon!
   
Thu 8/15 5:00 PM Torah Corps
   5:45 PM Kehillah School Closes Early
   
Fri 8/16 9:00 AM Talmud Class
   5:30 PM Camp Pinebrook Shabbat Service
   7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service
   
Sat 8/17 Shabbat Nachamu 
  9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Service/Torah Study
   
Mon 8/19 10:45 AM STARS (Seniors Together at Retirement)
   
Tue 8/20 7:00 PM College Good-bye at Rabbi Nichols' house
   
Thu 8/22 5:00 PM Torah Corps
   
Fri 8/23 Last Day of Camp Pinebrook for the Summer 
  9:00 AM Talmud Class
  6:00 PM Kol Shabbat Evening Service/Wedding  
   Blessing for Stephanie Shainker &  
   Joshua Knoller followed by dinner.  
   See p. 11 for details.
   
Sat 8/24 Shabbat Eikev 
  9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Service/Torah Study
   
Mon 8/26 10:45 AM STARS (Seniors Together at Retirement)
   
Thu 8/29 5:00 PM Torah Corps
   
Fri 8/30 No Talmud Class 
  7:30 PM Shabbat Evening Service 
   
   
Sat 8/31 Shabbat Re'eh/Rosh Chodesh Elu 
  9:00 AM Shabbat Morning Service/Torah Study

September
   
Sun 9/1 - 9/29 Elul Begins
...   

Sun 9/29  High Holidays Begin 
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A Brief History of Martians: An 
Illustrated Look at Life on the Red Planet. 

Talk given by: Author, Temple Member and  
“Weird Historian” Marc Hartzman.  
Check out Mr. Hartzman’s website:  
www.weirdhistorian.com before the session.

$15 per person covers lecture, discussion and lunch. 
Visit www.tinr.org/events to register.

SAVE THE DATE for another Food for Thought on 
Wednesday, August 14th. Stay tuned for details!

July 

10

July 

26

Food for Thought

Kol Shabbat

A "melodic" service at 6:00 pm with dinner following.  
Cost is $25 * per adult, $8 per child (6-12), Tots FREE

featuring David Harary, Sam Minnitti, Miho Sasaki and 
more...!

All welcome to the service. RSVP for dinner at 
www.tinr.org/events. * The price will increase to $30 on 
the Wednesday prior to the dinner. If paying by credit card, 
there will be an administrative cost added.

Upcoming Dates: October 25, November 8, December 6

July 

12 Shabbat ShaBeach

Celebrate Shabbat on the beach 
as the sun sets around us at 
Five Islands Park.

5:30 pm  Kehillah arrives!
6-7 pm  Refreshments and Hors d’oeuvres  
7 pm  Sunset service

Bring a beach blanket or chair. Bring your 
own dinner. Carpooling is encouraged. 
Limited parking.

Sept 

6 Community Shabbat

Pray • Eat • Enjoy • Together

August 

9

August 

26 Service at 6:00 pm with dinner following.
Cost is $25 * per adult, $8 per child (6-12), Tots FREE
Chavaya Participants FREE

All welcome to the service. RSVP for dinner at  
www.tinr.org/events. * The price will increase to $30 on 
the Wednesday prior to the dinner. If paying by credit 
card, there will be an administrative cost added.

Upcoming Dates: November 1, December 20

A Special Kol Shabbat, the Voice of Shabbat  
- a Musical Evening!
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Brotherhood activities don't 
end just because summer 
is here! Expect to see more 
activities even when the 
weather is hot!

We never disappoint with 
the annual Golf Outing on 
Tuesday, August 6th, which 
is the biggest fundraiser for 
Brotherhood! Open to All. 
Come and spend the day 
on the links at Hampshire 
Country Club (1025 Cove 
Road, Mamaroneck, NY). 
You'll first enjoy a BBQ from 
11:30 am - 12:30 pm followed 
by the 1 pm Shotgun tee off. 
Dinner follows at the Temple 
at 7 pm. It's only $236 for 
golf and dinner and $50 for 
just dinner. The dinner is 
catered with an open bar. 
EVERYONE is invited to 
both golf and dinner! RSVP 
at www.tinr.org/events

Todd Pekats
ToddPekats@live.com
(917) 992-5704
Brotherhood Co-President

Mitchell Tarnopal
mitchell.tarnopal@randrealty.com 
(914) 552-1566
Brotherhood Co-President

 Brotherhood

There will be more during 
the summer like the 
on-going favorite "Cigars 
& Cognac." Look for more 
Brotherhood events in the 
Shabbat leaflet and the 
eblast.

Remember, Brotherhood can 
only succeed and do all it 
does with your participation 
and support. If you haven't 
joined Brotherhood yet, 
please do so and/or consider 
making a contribution to 
help us run activities like 
Brotherhood Breakfasts, 
movies, lectures, Bourbon 
& Bible, and of course our 
support of youth activities 
and the Temple.

Todd & Mitchell
Co-Presidents

Everyone (Men and Women) is 
invited to play on this fun day 
of golf, laughter, and fresh air 
at Hampshire Country Club, 
and to also join us for dinner 
and awards after at Temple 
Israel. Bring your friends! 
Help support Brotherhood.

Golf 11:30 am, begin the day with a BBQ 
Dinner 7:00 pm

Golf, Dinner, Awards $236
Dinner and Awards $50

Checks made payable to: THE BROTHERHOOD OF TEMPLE 
ISRAEL and received at the Temple by Friday, July 26th or visit 
www.tinr.org/events to pay on-line.

Questions? Contact Charlie Reitman at Charlie.Reitman@gmail.com 
or Mitchell Tarnopal at mitchell.tarnopal@randrealty.com or 
(914) 552-1566

August 

6 Golf Outing
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Lauren Pekats
Sisterhood@tinr.org
Sisterhood 
Co-President

Jackie Saril
Sisterhood@tinr.org
Sisterhood 
Co-President

 Sisterhood

Thank you to all Sisterhood 
supporters! Your generosity 
this year enabled us to host 
diverse events and make 
important donations! 

We co-sponsored the 
screening of Prosecuting 
Evil: The Extraordinary 
World of Ben Ferencz, 
with Brotherhood, Israel 
Action Committee and 
Prime Time 4 Adults. This 
documentary highlights the 
life story of the last living 
Nuremburg prosecutor and 
New Rochelle resident, Ben 
Ferencz. 

Sisterhood welcomed the 
former NY State Prosecutor 
and current MSNBC Legal 
Contributor Mimi Rocah for 
Pastries and Politics with 
Mimi Rocah. Temple Israel's 
own former prosecutor, 
Mitch Benson, facilitated the 
discussion. 

Our 3rd annual Comedy 
Night was a success. Many 
thanks to the talented, 
funny, and willing 
congregant performers: 
Jennifer Herbst, Brian 
Heaps, Debbie Kahn and 
Jackie Saril. Plans are 
being made for another 
Comedy Night next year. All 
congregants are welcome to 
take the dedicated comedy 
class and perform on stage 
beside the Sisterhood brick 
wall at the Temple Israel 
Comedy Club! Please reach 
out to us if you’re interested.

We partnered with Stephanie Krasner from the Edith H. 
Handelman Library committee to host a Temple-wide 
Common Read. Participants read Button Man, by Andrew 
Gross. We were thrilled to have the author join us for the 
breakfast event and are eager to plan another Temple-wide 
Common Read in the future. 

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 was declared Temple Israel of 
New Rochelle Sisterhood Day in Westchester County. 
The outdoor message marquis in front of the Westchester 
County Center displayed our name. This was done to 
recognize the Community Service Award given to Temple 
Israel Sisterhood at a ceremony at United Hebrew of 
New Rochelle. The award was given to Sisterhood for 
our commitment to enhancing the lives of those in the 
community and our dedication to programs and services. 

Together with Brotherhood, Sisterhood planned, 
participated and sponsored a Shabbat Service and Dinner 
on May 31st. Members of the ‘Hoods participated by taking 
parts in the beautiful Shabbat service created by Bob Hirsh 
and Cantor Schloss. The complimentary dinner was a little 
way to thank our members for their continued support. 
The funds Sisterhood raises support the youth of Temple 
Israel. In addition to donating money to TIFTY to help with 
travel costs, supplying Chanukah gelt and candles to all 
Chavaya and Kehillah students, and purchasing Mishloach 
Manot for new temple members, Sisterhood presents a 
Kiddush cup to each B’nei Mitzvah student and donates to 
charities in Israel. Confirmands and High School graduates 
also receive gifts, and Sisterhood proudly supports Camp 
Pinebrook. Additionally, we contributed towards an 
upcoming Torah refurbishment project for aging Temple 
Israel Torahs. 

We are grateful for the Sisterhood Executive Board 
members: Greta Berenbaum, Janet Frey, Liz Hartzman, 
Jennifer Herbst, Berdie Stein and Robin Werner. We could 
not sponsor so many great events without the help of these 
dedicated women. 

Time has passed quickly – three years already! We are 
stepping down as Sisterhood Co-Presidents to allow new 
leaders to emerge. We are pleased to announce that Jennifer 
Herbst and Janet Frey will be the Co-Presidents of the 
Sisterhood Executive Board for 2019-2020. 

If you weren’t a Sisterhood member in 2018-2019, please 
think about joining us for 2019-2020! Contact Ellen Egan in the 
Temple Office to make arrangements.

Sisterhood looks forward to continuing to support Temple 
Israel, the youth of our community, and one another.

Enjoy the summer!
Lauren Pekats and Jackie Saril
Outgoing Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Questions for the incoming Sisterhood Co-Presidents?  
You can reach Janet Frey at JanetDubielFrey@gmail.com and Jennifer Herbst at JHerbst@yahoo.com
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Prepare for the High Holidays
Looking back at Elul 5778... to look forward to Elul 5779
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Prepare for the High Holidays
Looking back at Elul 5778... to look forward to Elul 5779

Prepare for the 
High Holidays
During the month of Elul, 
September 1 - September 29, 
2019, Jewish tradition instructs us 
to prepare ourselves spiritually 
for the High Holidays and begin 
the work of repentance. In order 
to enable our entire community 
to take part in the spiritual work 
of Elul, we will be sending out 
the “e-lul” daily email with a 
text, prayer, or poem to help us 
get in the right frame of mind for 
the holidays. To sign up, send an 
email with your name to: 
Elul@tinr.org.

 
Upcoming High Holiday Dates 
 
Erev Rosh Hashanah
Sunday, September 29, 2019

Rosh Hashanah 
Monday, September 30 -  
Tuesday, October 1

Erev Yom Kippur (Kol Nidrei)
Tuesday, October 8

Yom Kippur 
Wednesday, October 9
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 Social Action

Backpacks to School Drive! The SAC will be collecting new school 
supplies and new backpacks to help local children go back to school 
prepared and ready to learn. We need all donations preferably by 
Tuesday, August 20th. To fill a complete backpack please use the 
attached lists. There will be bins in the front lobby! Or, if you want to 
donate monetarily, visit www.fsw.org/backpacks. $25 fills a new 
backpack.

Packing List for Pre-K
and Kindergarten
1 pack pencils (12)
2 large erasers or one pack of pencil 
cap erasers
snub nose scissors
1 pack crayons
1 pack markers (wide)
2 composition books
2 folders (mixed colors)
2 glue sticks
1 pencil sharpener

Packing List for Elementary School
1 Backpack
4 Composition books
1 Crayons (pack 24)
1 Colored Pencils (pack)
2 Dry Eraser markers
1 Erasers (pack or 2 large)
4 Folders (assorted colors)
2 Glue sticks
1 Index card (pack) or Post-Its (pack)
1 Markers (Wide - pack 10)
1 Pencil case
1 Pencil pack (10 - 12)
1 Pencil sharpener
1 Ruler (12")
1 Scissors (small)

Packing List for Middle
School
1 Backpack
1 Binder (1.5")
1 Colored Pencils
1 Dividers (pack)
1 Erasers (pack)
1 Filler paper (wide)
5 Folders (assorted colors)
2 Glue sticks
1 Graph paper
4 Highlighters
2 Index Card (pack)
4 1-subject notebooks (assorted 
colors)
1 Pencil case
1 Pens pack (10 - 12)
1 Pencil pack (10 - 12)
1 Pencil sharpener
1 Post-Its (pack)
1 Ruler (12")

Packing List for High School
1 Backpack (18 - 19")
2 Binders (1.5")
1 Calculator (science)
2 Divider packs
1 Eraser (pack)
2 Filler paper (college)
5 Folders (assorted colors)
1 Graph paper
4 Highlighters
2 Index Card (pack)
1 Pencil case
1 Pens pack (10 - 12)
1 Pencil pack (10 - 12)
1 Pencil sharpener
1 Planner
1 Post-its (pack)
1 Ruler (12")
3 3-subject notebooks

Summer is here and we will be working on next 
year’s Social Action calendar and events.  
 
Interested in helping plan? We would love for you to 
join us. Contact us at SocialActionTINR@gmail.com or 
leave us a message at temple, (914) 235-1800. Planning 
will include working on finalizing our monthly 
collections, brainstorming and prepping for Mitzvah 
Day, the Giving Tree and any new projects that we 
may add to the year.
 
We are also planning a visit to the Sally and Anthony 
Mann Center at the Jewish Board’s Hawthorne 
Campus. Let us know if you would like to come 
too. We are hoping to plan one summer visit and 
another one in the fall. Several of us have had the 
opportunity to visit the campus and learn more 
about their insightful and inspiring programming. 
Contact us at SocialActionTINR@gmail.com
 
We wish you a wonderful start to summer.
 
Deborah Blatt
Amy Ecker
Mia Egelberg           

Interfaith Council of New Americans – Westchester 
(ICNAW) has an immediate need for (a) volunteers 
(preferably with teaching experience in ESL/Adult 
Literacy or ESL/Elementary Education) to tutor 
members (father, mother and two boys aged 7 and 9) 
of the Afghan refugee family recently settled in New 
Rochelle, and (b) conversation partners who would 
visit with this family for an hour or so from time to 
time and give them an opportunity to hear and use 
their English. If you are interested, please contact Terri 
Kung at terrikung@yahoo.com for more information.
 
ICNA-W is also looking for volunteer drivers to take 
family members to appointments. Anyone interested 
should contact Seth Friedman at sethdf18@gmail.com to 
get access to the family’s schedule and sign up for rides as 
their schedule permits.

While ICNAW is putting together the volunteer 
groups now, you may not be needed until later June 
or in July so don’t let a busy June prevent you from 
volunteering. 

If you have questions prior to reaching out directly to Terri 
or Seth, please contact Howard Horowitz at  
HowardH@horowitzresearch.com OR Amy Ecker at 
amybrose@gmail.com
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Temple Israel of New Rochelle, 
together with the 

Interfaith Council for New Americans Westchester 
(ICNAW) 

Welcomes a new refugee family of four who arrived in New 
Rochelle on May 14. Temple Israel, a member of ICNAW, is 
seeking donations and volunteers to support the family (mom, 
dad, two boys ages 6 and 9) and help them settle into their new 
community.  

Your donations will help fund immediate needs such as rent, food, medical care and 
education. Ultimately, with our assistance, the family members will become financially 
independent, employed and tax paying residents.  

What is ICNAW? ICNAW is a volunteer run organization founded by six faith-based 
organizations (including TINR) in Westchester County. with over 150 volunteers that support 
refugees and help them integrate into Westchester County. ICNAW works closely with HIAS 
(Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society).  ICNAW consists of: Temple Israel of New Rochelle, Beth El 
Synagogue Center, Community Unitarian Universalist Congregation at White Plains, Ethical 
Culture Society of Westchester, Interfaith Council of New Rochelle, Temple Israel Center. 
ICNAW successfully sponsored the Ghafoor family who arrived in Westchester County in 
November 2017. To learn more about the Ghafoor family and their first year in the United 
States, visit www.tinyurl.com/TheGhafoorFamily. 

To volunteer: Contact Howard Horowitz at HowardH@HorowitzResearch.com or the TINR Social 
Action Committee at SocialActionTINR@gmail.com 

To Donate Funds: 
Credit Card: www.tinyurl.com/SupportLocalRefugees 

Checks: Make checks payable Beth EL Synagogue Center  
(please write “ICNAW” in the memo section) mail to:  

Beth El Synagogue Center, 324 North Ave, New Rochelle 10804 

How does your donation help? 
$36 provides toiletries and household cleaning supplies for three months 

$75 provides public transportation for two weeks 
$150 provides back-to-school clothing and school supplies 

$250 pays for two weeks of groceries 
$500 covers 25% of one month’s rent 

TINR’s Congregational Fundraising Goal is $6,000 

A 
NEW 
FAMILY 
HAS 
ARRIVED 
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 Edith H. 
 Handelman 
 Library

DIVE INTO A GOOD 
BOOK THIS SUMMER

Watch for these new books 
coming soon:

The New Girl, by Daniel 
Silva. Once again Silva brings 
us a thrilling, page-turning 
tale of entertainment and 
a sophisticated study of 
political alliances and 
great-power rivalries in a 
dangerous world.

The German Midwife: A 
Novel, by Mandy Robotham. 
An enthralling new tale 
of courage, betrayal and 
survival in the hardest of 
circumstances that readers 

Temple Israel’s Oral History Project - 
Tell Your Story!

One of the oldest human (and Jewish) 
traditions is story-telling. Now at Temple 
Israel, we are starting a project to collect 
our stories. Temple Israel is a congregation 
of hundreds of families, each with its own 
stories. Some of those stories took place in 
our building, or in the Webster building, or 
perhaps in one of the even earlier buildings 

downtown. We are looking for people who want to share their stories 
of Temple Israel, and for volunteers to help us collect them. We 
will be recording interviews with willing subjects at the Temple or 
another convenient location. The recordings will be archived at the 
Temple, where they can be viewed. We plan to develop the means for 
the interviews to be viewed remotely, so that stories can be shared 
with people who are not nearby. 

If you are interested in interviewing or being interviewed, please 
refer to the list on the right. You will note that not all interviewees 
and interviewers have been paired, so we need your help!

Please contact Warren Agatston (lawwsa@aol.com/(914) 933-0050) or 
Stan Konwiser (stankonwiser@gmail.com/(201) 703-1122) to volunteer.

A special thank you to Brotherhood and Sisterhood, Todd Pekats, 
Val Etra, Mitch Benson, and Warren and Janice Agatston for 
underwriting the cost of the recording equipment for this project!

Interviews are being conducted all summer long! Interviewers and 
interviewees should plan to meet in advance of the interview and review the 
suggested questions, agree on a few dates and then contact Mia Egelberg to 
schedule, so that a tech person will be available to assist. Please call her with 
any questions (914) 629-2794. 

Interviewee    Interviewer 
Jack & Judith Adler    Need interviewer
Ina Aronow    Need interviewer
Alan Ascher    Anita Aronoff
Frank & Barbara Axel   Stan Konwiser
Arthur Barr    Art Ostrove
The Balik Family     Need interviewer 
Claire Coleman    Rich Alter
David & Lisa Eichler and Jocelyn Kenner Need interviewer 
Val Etra     Larry Goldman
Leroy Fadem    Lenore Levine
Helene Fishman    Paul Warhit
Thelma Fixler (Done)   Val Etra
David & Miriam Fridovich   Need interviewer
Nancy Sandler Gavrin   Art Ostrove
Joan Goldsmith    Need interviewer
Bill Handelman (Done)   Amy Bass
Russell Handelman  (Done)   
Alan & Toni Hoffman   Mady Stier
Gerry & Sandy Hyman   Need interviewer
Barbara Kantor    Linda Capozzola
Damon Maher    Paul Warhit
Edith Meyers    Warren Agatston
Bernie & Helen Miller   Toni Hoffman 
Art & Carol Ostrove   Warren Agatston
Marian & Richard Reiner   Brian Reiner
Robinson Family    Need interviewer
Nanette Sacks     Sister/Daughter
Diane Senderoff    Need interviewer
Michael Shankman    Warren Agatston
Phyllis Slotnick    Judy Pinals
Jeff & Mady Stier    Janice Agatston
Paul Warhit    Bob Hirsh
Karen White    Lauren Axelrod

of The Tattooist of Auschwitz 
will love.

When We Were Arabs: A 
Jewish Family’s Forgotten 
History, by Massoud Hayom. 
A vivid account of the author’s 
grandparents’ lives in Egypt, 
Tunisia, Palestine, and Los 
Angeles which reclaims his 
family’s Jewish Arab identity.

The Unwanted: America, 
Auschwitz, and a Village 
Caught in Between, by 
Michael Dobbs. What's most 
chilling about Dobbs's book 
is how his account of the 
early years of World War II 
echoes our politics today. 
Xenophobia, isolationism, a 

fear of destructive infiltrators 
and an aversion to more war 
all conspired to keep refugee 
quotas low, when they were 
filled at all.

Chutzpah: Why Israel is 
a Hub of Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship, by Inbal 
Arieli. Discover the secret 
behind how Israel, a tiny 
country with the highest 
concentration of start-ups per 
capita worldwide, is raising 
generations of entrepreneurs 
who are disrupting markets 
around the globe and 
bringing change to the 
world.

The Implacable Urge to 
Defame: Cartoon Jews in 
the American Press, 1877-
1935, by Mathew Biagell. 
Biagell examines more than 
60 published cartoons from 
magazines as such Judge, 
Puck, and Life and considers 
the climate of opinion that 
allowed such cartoons to be 
published. In doing so, he 
traces their impact on the 

emergence of anti-Semitism 
in 1920-1930’s America.

The library will be open 
all summer and new books 
arrive weekly. Come visit to 
see all our wonderful new 
titles or log onto the library 
website: www.librarycat.org/lib/
HandelmanLibrary/TINR to find 
and reserve your next great read.
 
If you would like to see our 
librarian, Stephanie Krasner, 
she is available in the library 
on most Fridays from 10:00 
am to 12 noon. Questions? 
Email: stephkras11@gmail.com

Don’t forget to search you 
home for any library books 
that you may have forgotten 
to return!

Love to read? Stephanie is 
looking for volunteers to join 
the Library Committee to help 
keep our library in tip-top 
shape. Lots of perks!



Sivan/Av 19

 S
u

pp
o

r
t 

o
u

r
 A

d
v

er
ti

se
r

s
Offering a Full Range of
Graphic Design Services

Specializing in:

• Design of event programs 
 and journals

• Newsletter design 

• Presentation of statistical data

• Computer illustration 

Janet McDowell
646-382-8992

janet@mitzvahgraphics.com
mitzvahgraphics.com

Temple Israel of New Rochelle is not responsible 
for any claims, offerings or information  

by advertisers listed in this Temple Topics.

Please contact Orietta Schneider to place advertisements
and to discuss any assistance for design work at 

OriettaSchneider@tinr.org in this Temple Topics.
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1000 Pinebrook Boulevard, New Rochelle, NY 10804
For information please contact Jesse Gallop, Camp Director 

at (914) 813-8700 or Jesse@CampPinebrook.com

Summer Has Begun 
at Camp Pinebrook!


